Gunpowder Treason & Plot: Timeline Factsheet

	1485 Henry Tudor becomes first Tudor king



	1509 Henry VIII comes to the throne



	1545 The Mary Rose sinks



	1564-1616 William Shakespeare’s lifetime



	1577-1580 Francis Drake sails around the world in his ship ‘The Golden Hind’



	1588 The Spanish Armada



	24 March 1603

Queen Elizabeth I dies and James I takes over the throne. 



	1604 The Plot takes shape

20 May

Robert Catesby, Thomas Winter, Jack Wright, Thomas Percy and Guy Fawkes meet in a London pub called the Duck and Drake. Catesby reveals his plan to blow up Parliament.

24 May

Thomas Percy rents a small house next to the Lords’ Chamber.

December

The plotters start digging their tunnel under the wall of the House of Lords.



	1605 The Gunpowder Plot fails

March

The plotters rent a storeroom under the House of Lords and begin to smuggle in barrels of gunpowder.

26 October

Lord Monteagle receives the mysterious letter warning him of the evil plan. 

4 November

King James orders a search of the Houses of Parliament. Guy Fawkes is found in the storeroom with the gunpowder and is arrested.

5 November

The rest of the plotters leave London, most of them headed for the Midlands.

7 November

Fawkes makes his first confession in the Tower of London. 

8 November

Catesby, Percy and the Wright brothers are killed in a shoot-out at Holbeach House.  

9 November

King James makes a speech about the Plot at the Opening of Parliament. 



	1606 Trials and executions

27 January

Digby, Grant, Fawkes, Keyes, Rookwood, the Winters and Bates go on trial at Westminster Hall.

30 January

Digby, Robert Winter, Grant and Bates are executed in St Paul’s Churchyard.

31 January

Fawkes, Rookwood, Thomas Winter and Keyes are executed in Old Palace Yard, Westminster.



	1625-1649 Charles I is king 

After years of clashes with parliament, Charles I was beheaded by order of the House of Commons in 1649.



	1649 Oliver Cromwell declares England a republic



	1712 Thomas Newcomen invents stationary steam engine



	1700-1850 The Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions



	1805 Nelson’s victory over Napoleon at the Battle of Trafalgar



	1837 Queen Victoria comes to the throne 



	1859 Charles Darwin’s ‘Origin of Species’ is published



	1901 Queen Victoria dies



	1918 Women in Britain get the right to vote



	1939 – 1945 World War II



	2005 400th Anniversary of Gunpowder Plot




